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The DEPUTY SPEAKER took the

Chair at 4,30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—BERNIE'S CARAVAN.

Mr. McDONALD asked the Premier:—
1, On what terms is the fish and refresh-
ment husiness known as Bernie's Caravan
in oecupation of a public reserve in Mount's
Bay Xoad controlled by the State Gardens
Board? 2, On what date were the existing
terms of occupation agreed to Dby the
Board? 3, What is the reason for the delay
in giving an answer to the representations
of the deputation which waited on the Gov-
crnment on the 6th June last with refer-
ence to the presence of Bernie’s Caravan on
this public reserve?

The PREMIER replied:—1, Weekly ten-
aney; 2, About the 22nd May, 1940; 3,
The time taken in tesling the conflicting
statements on this matter.

QUESTION—RURAL RELIEF,
Shortage of Funds.

AMr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Lands:—1, Have any claims been submit-
ted to the Rural Relief Trustees by farmers
and pastoralists, for adjustment ot debis, in
which a scheme of adjustment has been
agreed upon, but in whieh finalisation is not
possible through want of funds? 2, If so,
how many, and what sum is required to
finalise such cases? 3, Have any requests
for adjustment of debts been submitted to
the Rural Relief Trustees, eonsideration of
which has had to be withheld through a
lack of funds? 4, If so, how many? 35, In
the event of question No. 1 being answered
in the afirmative, what (if any) representa-
tions did the State Government make to the
Commonwealth Government to secure addi-
tional funds? 6, What was the reply of the

Commonwealth Government to such repre-
sentations ¥

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
—1, Yes; 2, 191, £46,083 11s. Gd.; 3, No;
4, See 3; 5, The State Government made re-
presentations to the Commonweslth when
submitting the 1939-40 estimates and again
recently to the Prime Minister. Further
representation is to be made at the forth-
coming mecting of the Loan Council; 6,
Owing to the financial position, furfher
funds could not be made availabie tor the
1939-40 finaneial year,

QUESTION—MINING.
Ruvensthorpe Treatment Plunt.

Mr, STUBBS asked the Minister for
Mines:—When does he expect to receive a
roport from the School of Mines on the gold
samples from the Ravensthorpe district,
lodged by the Government Geologist, in ae-
cordance with the promise made by him to a
deputation on his visit to that distriet that
he would endeavour to have a treatment
plant erceted to deal with the different
kinds of ore there?

The MINISTER FOR MIXES replied:—
This report has cntailled a considerable
amount of work and is expected within the
course of the next few days.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS,
Price of Newcastle Coal.

Mr. WILSON asked the Minister for
Railways: What was the price paid per
ton by the Western Australian Railways
and Eleetric Power Scheme, East Perth,
Departments for Neweastle larze eoal and
small coal (separately) in the ships’ slings
at Fremantle—1, for the yvear ended on the
30th June, 1931; 2, for the yenr ended the
30th June, 19407

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS re-
plied :— 1, No Neweastle coal was purchased
for year ended 3{th June, 1931; 2, Larpe
coal, 405, 7d. per ton. Small coal, 37s, 3d.
per ton.

QUESTIONS (2)—PHOSPHATES.
Loeal Deposits.

Mr. HOLMAN asked the Minister for In-
dustrial Development:—In view of the in-
ereasing cost of fertilisers to the producers,



[31 JuLy, 1940.) 5%

will the Government take steps to investi-
gate the possibility of the utilisation of
phosphatic deposits in the State?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT replied:—Yes, possible
sources of phosphates are being investi-
gated. The most likely appear to be the
iron phosphate deposits at Dandarragan.
The deposits are said fo be extensive but
the problem is in their conversion to & sol-
uble form suitable for agricultural purposes
and in this connection the W.A, Branch of
the Australian Chemical Institute has been
approached for its assistance.

Examination by Mines Department.

Mr. HOLMAX asked the Minister for
Mines:—1, Ts he aware of the cxistenee of
workable phosphate deposits in this State?
2, If so, has any examination of such de-
posits been made by officers of his depart-
ment? 3, What was the result of such
examinations?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
~1, Yes. 2, Yes. 3, Various islands along
the Kimberley coast and the Abrothos
Islands near Geraldton have in the pasl
sapplied large tonnages of guano for loenl
consumption but are now practically ex
hausted. Good quality guane oceurs on
other islands and on the coast, but quant:-
ties have not in all cases been determined.
The coastal supplies, are, however, limited,
while the grade is variable. Coprolite beds
eontaining phosphate oceur at Gingin and
Dandarragan, while at Dandarragan and
Yatheroo a firm rock enrrying secondavy
iron phosphates is o possible souree of fer-
tilisers, but quantities available and ave-
rage phosphorus content have not been de-
termined, Mines Departinent Bulletins are
available confaining fuoll information col-
lected regarding the phosphate deposits,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Third Day.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth) [4.33]:
In making some remarks with reference to
His Excellency’s Speech, one is necessarily
impressed by the difficulties of the present
time, by the paramount importance of
Australia’s war effort and the fact that
that effort must be the first consideration of
all parts of Australia. I feel, however, that

while we appreciate that our exertions dir-
ected towards securing vietory and avoiding
defeat must be the primary consideration
that regulates everything we do at present,
we must not lose sight of the fact that we
have to provide for a great number of
other subjects and in particular for the
situation that will confront Australia and
our Sfate in the post-war period. The pre-
sent is a time of violent echange. It is a
period of re-adjustment throughout the
whole world. New conditions have arisen in
the last few months that would hardly have
been thought possible a year or two ago.
Nowhere is this more marked ihan in the
United Kingdom. As has heen obscrved by
an American writer of great repute, and
onc who is widely read, the TUnited King-
dom has become a socialist State almost
overnight—a socialist State not in the
sense that there has been an expropriation
of private ownership of property, but a
socialist State in the sense that the ecarnings
of the people nre heing taken for the ser-
vice of the State. The extent to which
that has been done in BEngland is truly re-
markable. It ts not exaggerating to say
that with regard te all large ineomes from
property, the State now takes the whole,
By the time a property owner pays income
tax and sets aside by way of sinking fund
or n premium on his life insurance policy
—which is a common wny of mecting the
situation—a sum to meet the charge for
death duties, the whole of the income of the
recipient is taken by taxation.

The Premier:; That is for incomes of over
£20,000.

Mr. McDONALD: Yes, for ineomes of
over £20,000 a year, and I think that with
the recent additions to the hasic income fax
in England, the same would apply to in-
comes from property of a smaller amount.
The greater part of the income of the rich
man, which runs into thousands of pounds,
is taken for the service of the State. In
the hook, with which hon. members will be
familiar, written by a Labonur member of
the Cabinet, Mr. Harold Nicholson, on the
subjeet “Why Britain is at War,” the writer
points out that in the present war the Eung-
lish middle eclass, by which he means the
people of moderate means, are committing
economic suicide. He went on to say that
they were doing so deliberately and gladly
becanse they were prepared to maintain
the liherties of their country and ensure
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that it would nltimately attain vietory. That
is the spirit of the English people today.
That js the elass that has played sueh a
great part m the politieal and cconomie lite
of England, and that is the class that 1s
knowingly vommilting suicide so far as the
eeonomic position is concerned.

We see these greal ¢hanges. We know
that when the war finishes the England that
ecmerges will be a different country cconom-
ienlly trom what it was hefore the war. We
Lave every reason fo expecl and hope that
it will be a betfer country in many  ways,
althongh we vealise that the aftermath of the
war must brine for Kngland and for Auns-
tralia a very great perind of impoverish-
went. We know there is going on and that
there will eontinue to go on destruclion of
wealth, which it may take many years to
make up. H we preserve our ways of life
and those forms and institutions that we prize
we may well reckon the saerifice is worth-
while. 1 mention these eircnmstances be-
cause the present position of the world and
of Australin is at once a danger and an
opportunity, We believe in demoeratic in-
stitutions, adt are fighting to  preserve
them; and we who helieve in democratic
nstitutions must take every step to ensure
that they function efficiently. There ave
ways in which they can function more effic-
iontly than in the past.  Austealia as a
flemoceratie country with demoeralic institu-
tions is under an obligation to put a finger
on the weak spot, and ensuve that the insh-
tutions we desire to preserve will he suffi-
ciently elfeetive to withstand the challenge
of any rival theoriex of government.

The Federal Government is preoecupied
with the war effort. Upon it falls almost
entirely the responsibility for ewr war pre-
parations and our war exertions. Tt has
made remarkable progress in tnming {his
country, which had no organisation for war,
into the degree of preparedness for the pro-
dnetion of munitions and fighting weapons
that obtains today. Tt ix remarkable that
Anstralia should he turning out two aero-
planes a day, and in eirenmstances where
fwo vears ago evervone would have said that
was practically impossible. Although it has
this tremendons responsibility ecast upon if,
the Federal Government has found time to
constitnte a committee do deal with the post-
war situation. That commiitee is studying
the trend of affairs in order to areange that
tlie tramsition from war time to peace time

shall prevail with the minimnm dislocation
and the hest poszible issues for our people.
1 want to know what we in Western Aus-
tralia are doing, to ask the House what we
should do in this State. The Speech of His
FExeelleney the Lieut.-(fovernor is barren of
any reference to this.

My, Raphacl: It has never been otherwise,

M MeDONALD : 1 do uot think anything
can be more barren than that whieh is al-
ready harren.  There is no veference to
policy or any referemce to arraugements
that eould he made to deal with the situation
arising out of the war in the future. i
know from the Press that the Minister for
Lands is not unmindful of this ohligation,
and that he has been giving attention to the
question of post-war markets. Other Minis-
ters may have also heen doing the same kind
of thing, bul we do not know of it. What
we would like to know is whethor they have
done anything, and if so what they are
doing. In this period of adjustment, re-
adjustment, and change, if we do not get
into the ranning for our share we shall be
lost. Some countries are using the present
unsettled state of the world to increase their
tervitories, as we see in the Balkans and
elsewhere. Those pets of aggression do not
form any part of the problem that affects us.
There are, however, factors like markets that
are going to be opened up or may he closed.
There are supplies for indostry and hun-
dreds of other things that will affect Aus-
trolin and this State. In the period of re-
adjustment and change it seems to me that
unless we are alert we shall be left behind
by other countries that are hetter organisel
in their plans and are further sighted than
we arve.

Up to the depression of 1929 it may
be said that Western Australia bad a long-
range policy. Our objective was to inerease
the popualation. We had an immigration
poliecy. We also designed to increase our
primary production. We had the vision of
the State being a granary and larder for
Europe, the United Kingdom and the Near
East. Wo horrowed in large sums. We
felt justified in doing so heeanse we thought
that with the inerease in population, and
with our growing trade and produetion, we
should he able to hear the burden of in-
dehtedness that to a laroe extent we were
incurring for developmental works that had
a rveal and enduving value to the State.
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When the depression came population
ceased to inerease and immigration became
impossible.  Markets were to a large cxtent
vlosed to onr products, and even those that
remained open were threatened. We continued
fo borvow. I raise no objection to that
be¢unse we had to keep the wheels of in-
dustry going, and maintnin as best we eonld
the standards of living for the people of the
State.  From 1928 we had a poliey that
looked from year to year only. Ferhaps we
conld not justifiably look further ahead than
from yenr to year. To-day it seems to me
that the time has eome in this State when we
should take fresh stock of where we are
roing, and endeavour to evolve some definite
ideas of what our policy should be, what
we are to aim at, and ascertain the best
means by whieh we ean realize our objeetives.
While affairs ore In the melting pot and the

new deal is proeeeding throughout the
world, we should sce ahout sccuring
our own share of trade opporiunities.

1 dv not suggest that we should seek
any unfair proportion of what is available,
but merely that to which we are entitled
on hehalf ot the people of Western Austra-
lin. Now is the time when we shounld en-
deavour to determine, as far as possible,
what our fotare position shall be, and we
eortainly do nat require to look for any pre-
cedent for sach a step. We find conntries—
unfortunately they are predatory—that se
fur have been successful in their actions, in-
dieating evidenee of long-range planning
respecting their future objectives and aspira-
tions. As I have indieated, they have been
successful so far, but I do not see why
countries that are not predatory should not
also plan for the future along lines of legi-
fimate aspiration. 1 fail te see why we
should not formulate programmes anid
achieve the suceess to which we are en-
titled.

What should be the future policy of our
State? T propose to mention two points at
this stage. One of our chief objectives in
Weslern Australia, in my opinion, must be
to seenre more population of the right type,
suitable for a country such &s ours. Even
when peace is restored, the world will not
he reformed in a month, a year, or even in
a period of years. If there is any lesson to
he Jearnt from the last year or two, surely
it is that there is no security for the weak
nation. If there is any lesson for us in
Western Australia, where we have the smal-

lest population per square mile of any comn-
try in the world, it is that we should take
steps at the carliest moment to ensure as
far as possible that we have a more ade-
quate population eommensurate with our re-
sourtes and our vast area, than we possess
today. 1 shall have something further te
suy on that matter at a later stage. The
next objective to my mind is that we
must have secondary industries to balonce
our cconomy. The old theory of a primary
producing State no longer holds good. Fromn
every point of view Western Australia,
which comprises one-third of the Commeon-
wealth, must aim at cstablishing industries,
hoth primary and secondary. Irrespective
of whether the poliey T sngmest is valid or
not, it represents an attempt on my part to
saggest what T think are the two main poinis
that should deminate Western Australian
thonght. I would like to know what the
Government is thinking about these matfers.
Have Ministers thought about them at ail!
I they have, what are their thoughts?

Then, again, when we contemplate these
vital necessities, should we leave the malter
entirely to the Government? Certainly Min-
isters shoulder the responsibility for earry-
ing on the affairs of State, but in these
days when we are confronted with a erisis
not only as regords national security, Lut
as regards the future economie position of
the people, why should we not mobilise all
the brains and expericnee available in order
to assist the Government? 1 look around
this Chamber and I see members on both
sides of the House who, since the war com-
meneed, have had no opportunity afforded
them to do any special work in order to as-
sist the Government at this particnlar time.
Members associated with me on the QOpposi-
tion eross-benches have all along been, and
are now ready and willing and anxious to as-
sist the war effort of Australia in any wav
that is open to them. Whether at the in-
stance of the Federal Government or of the
State Government, we are willing to do, and
should do, all we ean. We are doing all
we can now. We attend meetings; we make
‘our services available. Notwithstanding all
this, I cannot help thinking there is a reser-
voir of knowledge, experience, energy and
publie spiritedness in this Legislative As-
sembly alone that could well he mobilised to
assist in meeting the problems of national
security and post-war regeneration that will
confront this State and even now loom up



62 [ASSEMBLY.)

before us. I suggest for the consideration
of the Government that six phases that af-
feet the present and future of the Staie
should he seleeted and then three or four
members from  hoth sides of the House
should be invited to render assistance in
dealing with those matters for, say, a period
of 12 months. We need not look too far
ahead but I eertainly think we could explore
the possibilities and mobilise the experience
of members of Parliament for that broad
purpose.

I would like to suggest also some direc-
tions in which members of this House could
render valuable aid to the Government and the
State at this juncture. Take one of the matters
1 have already mentioned, the question of
secondary industrics. We have now reached
the stnge where our sceondary industl.'y
policy is in grest jeopardy. We yead 1in
the “TWest Australian” today of the closing
down of a factory at Bayswater. I am sure
the Minister for Industrial Development
" has done zll he could to prevent that occur-
rence, and T am certain the episode has oc-
casioned him great disappointment. I am
not in possession of details regarding the
closing down of the undertaking apart from
the information that nppeared in the news-
paper. 1t is not a mere matter of the loss
of one factory. I fear the closing down of
the undertaking is an indication of the diffi-
cultirs confronting manufacturers in West-
ern Ausiralia, and the incident may have
great repercussions in the futnre, Not only
in Wostern Australia but throughout the
(‘ommonwenlth will it he recognised that
there nre diffienltics in the way of establish-
ing secondary industries in this State.

Mr. Sampson: And others may he seared
to stort,

Ar. McDONALD: At present theve is
tremendous advance in secondary industries
in Australia. Money is heing poured witp-
out limit inte all types of industry assoel-
ated with the war effort. Today we are
making goods that formerly no one would
have dreamt we could possibly turn ount
within sneh a short time.
all eclasses of highly skilled artisans, and I
am afraid the tendency must be more and
more to confirm the Eastern States as the
industrial centres of Australia. I know the
Ministry has been doing what it can—every-
hody has. I know the Federal Government
has done a great deal fo decentralise war
industries; but when time is the essence of

We are training |

the contract then the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment is compelled to go to the elready
developed industries and factories in the
Eastern States rather than commence pioh-
cering industries in outlying parts of Aus-
tralia. But we must do all we can; I have
no doubt the Minister will do so. We may
be able to furnish him with some new ideas
and thus help to vetain for this State the
opportunities to increase its secondary in-
dustries which otherwise would bhe lost to
it, more than ever by the particular develop-
ments occasioned hy war expenditure,

Let me pass now to the question of nn-
employment. Every year for some years
past in this House I have raised one specific
matter, among others, and that is the posi-
tion of men on sustenance. I fear that the
Department of Labour has reached a kind
of stalemate. 1t does not seem to have
any new ideas at all; it does not seem to be
able even to keep abreast of the times. The
department was established about 1930 hy
a Government which was terribly short of
money. In 1933 the basic wage in the
metropolifan arca was £3 8s. a week: today
it is £4 0s, 4d. Apart from some inerease
which was made for prosperous conditions
a year or lwo ago, it may be taken hy and
lurge that the increase in the hasic wage
is due to the inercase in the cost of living,.
Since 1933 the cost of living, as reflected
by the basie wage, has risen 25 per cent.
The vesult is that the 7s. of 1933 is worth
only 5s. fid. today in purchasing power. In
other words, people who were receiving 7s.
sustenanee in those days now have, in terms
of purchasing power, not merely a main-
tenanee of that amount but a steady redue-
tion in the means of livelihood. I have urged
repeatedly that many of this particular class
are met with diffieulties of ill-health or
other circumstance whiech makes it hard for
them to be employed on ordinary relief
work. It is o reflection on the Government,
the House and the country that these men
should bo compelled to continue reeciving
the same amount of sustenance while the
purchasing power of the money is heing
reduced. At all times, the amount was not
targe, in faet it was a verv small allowance.

The Premier: Those persons are only on
sustenance for short periods.

Mr. MeDONALD: Possibly. A man came
into my office last week. He said he was on
sustenance and had three children. Aceord-
ing to his story, which 1 have no means of
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testing—1 am not on the committee which
I suggest might be formed to help the Min-
ister for Labour; if I were such stories
conld be properly tested—this man had had
16 weeks and two days employment on relief
work during the last 12 months,

The Premier: That is an ahsolute excep-
fion.

My. MeDOXNALD: It may be; but even if
these men are unemployed for short periods,
say, & month, two months or three months,
at a rate, compared with 1933, equivalent
to 5s. 6d. per week per head, it is too little.
The Treasurer knows better than I do, but
1 believe it would invelve a comparatively
small expendifure by the State to put these
unfortunate people on a hetter regimen.
But allow me to return to some other aspeets
of the unemployment position. I am not
at =all satisfied that the Department of
Labour is doing as much ag it can to meet
the situation. I have no official position
which enables me to test many stories which
are told to me and to other members; but I
am informed on what I believe to be excel-
lent aunthority that men are on relief work
who counld without diffienlty obtain other
cmployment. My informant mentioned the
case of one relief worker whe said, “I go to
relief work every Monday morning. A truck
calls for me, and every I'riday night the
truck calls for me and takes me back to
town. T have my week-ends off at home with
my family. I might earn more if T obtained
private employment in the eountry, but re-
lief work will do me.” These stories should
be tested, because if such men remain on
relief work it means that others whe
genuinely eannot obtain private employment
are going short of work. That is one aspeet
which T belicve needs to be thoroughly tested
by the department. Tn New Zealand, the
Labour Party has established throughout the
Dominion what are called labour exchanges.
In this State we are centralised. I believe
that rations can be authorised only in Perth.
A person in the country may be in diffieult
cireumstanees, but rations cannot he author-
ized there. I eannot vouch for all T bave
been told; T must accept what I am told by
people whe desire to assist the unemployed
and by what the nnemployed themselves tell
me. s I say, in New Zealand there are
exchanges in all the various small towns and
it may be that the loeal lands inspector, or
some other suitable official, is the loeal rep-
resentative of the employment department.

His duty is to deal with the conditions of
his distriet and to bring employer and
worker together. If there is a man on relief
work and a farmer or a shopkeeper desires
to secure that man’s services, the officer is
able to say at once to the man, “You must
go off relief work; here is a perfectly good
job which you must take.” By this decen-
tralisation the New Zealand Government has
done very cffective work in assisting un-
employed men to get back to private in-
dustry, thereby relieving the State’s obliga-
tion to support them.

The Premier: We have the same system in
this State. Every elerk of courts is an agent
of the department.

Mr. McDONALD: I have been given in-
stanees of men who could get private work.
There does not seem to be any systematie
check of the particulars supplied for em-
ployment, so that men on relief work can,
when the opportunity oceurs, be placed with
private employers.

The Premicr: We have a census of all the
unemployed.

Mr. MeDONALD: That is a great ad-
vande.

The Premier: You may be surprised to
learn there are about 150 engineers on sus-
tenance work.

Mr. McDONALD: Tt has taken a long
time to eompile the censns. The unemploy-
ment problem arose ten years ago; we are
just now taking the census, and that does
not show any rapid action.

Hon. C. G. Latham: What enginrecrs docs
the Premier refer to?

The Premier: People who say they are
engineers.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Civil enginecrs?

The Premier: Mechanicnl engineers.

Mr. McDONALD: It does not show rapid
action on the part of the depariment. I de-
sire—as I know other members do—greater
rapidity of action. We think the Depart-
ment of Labour is one department that
should be galvanised into action quite a
great deal. Take the question of the single
men in the South-West; again I speak sub-
jvet to correction. 1 think there are 500 or
600 men there working on farms for two
days a week. I am informed that mueh of
the work they do is of very little value,
as it consists of the clearing of eountry that
may revert to nature. These men are not
being taught anything, and have no oppor-
tunity of lenrning a trade. They are very
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often young men and it seems a great pity
to me that all this good material should lie
dormant in the South-West when the State
should be able to make better use of it.

The Premier: Very few of them are young
neu.

Mr. MeDONALD: Perhaps so. 1 am not
able to say how many are.

The Premier: We have a eensus of their
ages too.

Mr, MeDONALD: Even 500 men of the
average age of 50 years working two days
& woek in the South-West, with the vest of
their time idle, does not seem to me to be
a very cffective way to make use of so much
man power. Cannot we evolve something
that will achicve hetter results? I have
information—ny friends of the Country
Party will know better than I whether it is
aecurate—that it is extremely difficalt to
obtain agricultural labour. A farmer told
me so o week or two ago; he added that he
did not know low the farmers would get on
Tor labour. T am also told—and I think
the Leader of the Opposition mentioned
this last night-—that farmers whose sons
have enlisted will be met with servious diffi-
calty in obtaining labour. On the other
hand, the unemployed man has perhaps in
some eases a juslitiable reinctance in going
to work in the country. The wages are small,
and it is said that sometimes men have zone
into the country and after working there a
few weeks, digd not earn sofficient to pay
their fave. That may he gross exaggeration,
but nevertheless the wages ave small and
the eonditions not <o comfortable as in the
city. Yet farmers cannot pay higher wages.
Sometimes the workers have said, as no
doubt vou, My, Deputy Speaker know, that
when they have applied to the farmer for
their wages they have been told, “E have
not pot the money to pay yeu” That may
not happen often.

ITon. C. G, Latham: T do pneot think it
happens very often.

Mr. MeDONALD: Tt does not, although
I have known of two eases, whieh came
ander my personal knowledge in the Bank-
ruptey Court,

Hen. C. G Latham: Tt applies, of vourse,
evervwhere.

My, MeDONALD: Yes. T am not snggest-
ing that faimers are not doing as much as
others to meet their obligations. Buat wonld
it not be possible, where the faymer ecan
establish that he is in urgent need of labour

and is not in a position to pay a higher
rale of wages, for the department to give
the farmer u subsidy to enable him to pay
reasonable wages? Wonld it not he possible
to introduce a system whereby the Agri-
cultural Bank, or a private bank, might he
approached? I think they would be ouly too
pleased to fall in with the scheme and
guarantee that a sum will he set aside from
the farmers' overdraft to cnsure that the
worker will receive his woges.

Mr. Warner: You try it.

My, MeDDONALD: I have spoken fo a
hank manager about the matter. Ie had
been dealing with 2 very large number of
agrienltiral  advances, and he spid the
schemoe was entively feasible.  Is it hevone
the wit of man and of the Department of
Employment te hring together the wnewm-
ployed men who could work in the country
and the farmers who need them!?

Mr. Seward: It is bevond them.

The Minister for Works: Last time that
was tried, the men veevived only the amount
of the subsidy,

My, MeDONALD: Which men, the farm-
s ?

The Alinister for Works: Xo, the om-
ployees.

My, MeDONALD: 1t the Department ol
Emplaynient had iwe or three members
from the floor of the House to advise it and
the Minister, [ think there would nat be any
difliculty in arranging fov an assuranee to
the worker that he would get his wages,

Let me turn lo the matter of finonce. 1
have advocated that there should be n publi«
aecounts committee to inform members of
the posilion of our accounts and of the State
debt. My sugpestion does not scem to have
found tavour, though it has heen adopted
in some other countries, and I think it wonld
prove of assistance to the Treasurer at a
time when he needs to serutinise nll  the
avenues of expenditure to ensnre that the
money available tor spending is applied in
the most fruitful and necessitous direetions.
On this subjeet members of the House could
afford him some help. Tf we are to have
any future poliey—I mean a long-range pol-
iey—if we are to have any objectives to
which we are going to work, then we should
get members together to study the question
with the Minister to sce how far those ob-
jectives can be attained. Take population:
Should we have wmore than our present
population or are we to continue to have
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only one person to more than two square
niiles? If we are to have more population,
it must of course be the best population
available, that is, the natural increase of our
own people. Cannot we devise some method
whereby family men and women might be
given some inducement to rear and equip
their large families? If we are to have ad-
ditional population, might we not study how
to get other population of the right kind?
When peace conditions return, might not
there he opportunities to get migrants of the
right stock suitable for our conditions, op-
portunities such as have not existed for
many deeades? I think that is possible. If
we are to aim at getting more population,
why not set up some machinery so that the
question could be studied?

liet e turn pow to education and soeial
serviees. We have had experience of fotali-
tarian countries and of the effect and valne
of edueating the young people along certain
tinexs. We do not helieve in the lines upon
whieh those eountries have hased their sys-
tems of eduention, but have not we a lesson
to lcarn as to education inside our own
institutions and eoncepts? Instead of teach-
ing childven what we have been teaching
them, has not the tune arrived to reorganise
our system of cducation and teach our
people more of eivies, of politieal institu-
tions, of vrelative values, of the true
sphere of horse-racing, which at present oe-
cupics a paramount position in the lives of
our people, and of betting? I think that
possibly hy reviewing our education system,
we ecould do much to enable our young
people to become a better generation. On the
side of social services we spent, in 1938-39,
£3,660,000 on aleoholic drink. If I might
draw n comparison, bhased on population,
{rom the report of the Royal Commission on
betting in South Anstralia, T suppose our
people spend £300,000 or £300,000 a year
on hefting. This means that our people
spend about £4,000,000 a year on aleohol
aml betting.

[lon. C. G. Latham: That is very moder-
ate!

My, MeDONALD: The drink bhill of
Western Aunstralia represents £7 18s. per
head, including every man, woman and child.

The Minister for Mines: Then somebody
is wefting my share,

Mr. M¢DONALD: The Minister’s abstin-
enee only goes to show how much some
people drink. T am not speaking as a tee-

totaller, hut can we view with equanimity
the diversion of ncarly £3,000,000 a year,
largely from the earnings of the basie wage
workers, for drink and ketting? Ts not there
something wrong? It wmight be that educa-
tion is required or that some other steps
should be taken, but if that expenditure con-
tinues, is it not going to lead to n weakening
of the ceonomic and moral structure of the
country? To put it on the lowest possible
plane, is it not something that demands the

urgent  attention of the Goveroment,
the Parliament and the people at
the present time? Our total veeeipts

from ineome tax, financial emergency tax
and hospital tax is about £2,000,000 a year
and yet, as 1 have pointed out, we spend
£4,000,000 a vear on aleoholie drink and on
hetting. Perhaps those things eannot  be
drastieally altered, but how much hetter it
would be if only £1,000,000 of the £4,000,000
was spent on housing, instead of on aleohol!
I think that these questions are ripe—if
not move than ripe—£for study, especially at
» lime when the nation is struggling for its
existence and when money is urgently re-
quired, not to weaken the moral fibve of our
peeple, hut to strengthen it,

I should like to sec the aid of members
given to the consideration of another quis-
tion that is fundamental to the prospevity
of our State. I believe the Minister for
Lands is giving it some study, but it cannot
receive too much., I refer fo the posi-
tion of our agricultural industries. What-
ever might be our objeetives, we remain a
primary producing country. Some {ime
might clapse before we establish secondary
industries to any considerable extent.
Therefore we must recognise that the pros-
perity, stability and even the maintenance
of our primary indastries is absolutely
fundamental to our welfare, We are all
aware that those industries are experiencing
great difficulties, and I think this House
cannot give too much organised study to
these problems, together with the Govern-
ment—if the Government is prepared to
accept such help—with a view to laying
foundations for meeting the situation, not
only for the moment, but also for the future
when the struggle for markets will begin
again in all its intensity.

I hope that the Government will not be-
come too complacent, I think that is its
greatest danger. Ministers might be con-
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tent to regard their occupancy of the Treas-
ury bench as a good old family business.
They staved off the Opposition in 1936 and
again in 1939 and are now settling down to
a more or less happy existence in office, that
is, so far as the pressing problems of the
doy permit of anybody iu a position of

preat  responsibility being happy. In
relation to some of the matters I
have mentioned, I think the time has

come for much more dynamics to be in-
fused into the running of the State, Taking
the long view, the time has come to press
this State’s elaims for development, not
only for the good of the State, hut as a part
of the cconomic structure of Australia, and
I think such claims would be recognised by
the Commonwealth Government and by the
Eastern States. This country has to face
the future and it may be a future of consid-
crable uncertainty, and we should not leave
this vast expanse of territory inhabited by
only a handful of people and regarded as a
place that produces merely gold, flocks and
herds.
The Premier interjected.

Mr. McDONALD: We should never lose
sight of that and should always be striving
to attain it, through the efforts not only of
Ministers, but alse of members, and by an
organised system. In that way I think we
should be suecessful.

The Premier: Do you think the Govern-
ment should itself engage directly in see-
ondary industries?

Mr. MeDONALD: No.
The Premier: Then it is very difficult to
get anyone clse to do so.

Mr. McDONALD: If the conditions are
reasonable—and we might make them so—
we should he able to get people to come here
and undertake the establishment of second-
ary industries. The Government has its own
activities and responsibilities, but it will
have ten times more worry if it assames re-
sponsibilities that should be carried by
other people. The Government would be
well advised to restrict its attention to its own
worries and leave other people to bear the
loss, where there is not success, and to reap
the profit where industry succeeds. The
people have not come, If they were stream-
ing hither—

Hon. C. G. Latham:
and gone.

Some have come

Mr. McDONALD: That is worse still. 1
they were streaming here, I should be dumb
on this subject; but they have not come.
Now, the Minister may have done all he
possibly ean; but I would like to see whe-
ther there cannot be some other ideas. We
eannot give it up on the present hasis.

The Minister for Labour: The Minister
is still doing those things, and he has a
committee of leading businessmen operating
with him,

Mr. McDONALD: Well, get a few more.
They have not done much so far. I regret
to say that this is where the private mem-
her seems to be of wvery little wse. The
Government does not tell him anything.
Private members learn nothing. They ought
to be told more. If wo were told more, we
might he able to help more. In ordinary
times that state of things does not matter
much, I suppose; but when the British
Empire is fighting for its existence, when
we need every cfficiency and every exertion
that we ean bring forward, then if we are
told more we may be able fo do more. I have
no desire to go beyond that position. My
sermon, or my text, is in short this: all the
world is at the erossroads today, and we
with the rest of the world; and whether we
like it or not, we have to make our tum-
ing. Are we using every precaution to en-
sore that we are taking the right turning?
Do we know where we want to go? And
have we found out the best way to get
there? I think private members conld do
more if the Government liked to call on
them aecording to their ahilities, great or
small-—and T place myself in the latter
category, Ministers might then get some
help that would surprise them, that would
make their position easier, and improve the
prospects of the State.

ME. NEEDHAM (Perth) {5.33]: 1
desire in the frst place to compliment the
member for Pilbara (Mr. W. Hegney) on
the cxcellent speech he delivered when mov-
ing the Address-in-reply to the Speech of
His Excellency the Lieut.-Governor. It ter-
tainly was a fine effort. T have listened with
interest to the able speeches of the Leader
of the Opposition and the Leader of the
National Party. With some of the senti-
ments expressed by those two hon. gentle-
men I am in accord. An imporfant para-
graph in the Lient.-Governor's Speech says
that the British Empire is facing the grav-
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est crisis in its bistory, That, unfortun-
ately, is true; and we must all realise the
danger which the Empire is facing, By now
we have come to realise the extraordinary
power of the enemy confronting the British
Empire. We have realised the effective
force of his mechanised army. There are
very few, if any, amongst us who nine
months ago would have contemplated that
within that period of nine months Hitler
would have conguered Europe:; but, unfort-
unately, he has practically done so. His
mechanised army is one of the wonders of
the world. However, he has other armies
which to my mind are even more effective.
There is for instance the army of treachery
well in advanee, and well dug in abead, of
his mechanised foreces. In this struggle
which invelves us all, we must realise that
" the road may be a long one and the grade
steep. However, T venture to predict that
we shall make the grade.

The Speoch also mentions the fact that
the Giovernment is doing everything pos-
sible, in co-operalion with the Common-
wealth, to prosecute the war to a vietorious
conclusion. There is no doubt whatever
abhont the perfect truth of that statement.
T believe that every member of this Cham-
bher realises that is so. As the Leader of
the National Party has said, while we are
putting forth every eflort to ensure a vic-
torious end of the struggle, we must not
forget the aftermath of war. We must not
forget to prepare for the post-war
conditions, in order to ensure that
the liberties for which we are fighting
and of -which we are so proud, and the
standard of living we have established
in this Australian Commonwealth, are not
endangered later. I hold the impression
that this Government is not forgetful of the
neeessity to prepare for the aftermath, and
tor the repercussions which must come as
the vesnlt of the clash of armies and the ex-
penditure of colossal sums of money in the
carrying-on of the conflict. Despite the
criticism of the member for West Perth, I
venture to affirm that Ministers are contem-
plating some policy to relieve the shock of
post-war conditions. I eannol imagine that
they are, or would be, indifferent to the les-
sons that were taught us during the depres-
sion years from 1930 to 1935. Surely this
country, in eommon with other countries of
the British Commonwealth of Nations, was
taught a lesson then, and surely it is pre-

pared to meet the repercussions from the
huge spending of public moneys during the
war. I Dbelieve that the long-range poliey
which the member for West Perth suggests,
is already provided for in the policy of the
Labour movement and the Labour Govern-
ment. We can only prepare for that posi-
tion, however, by a change in our present
financial system,

I wish to say a few words on what the
Western Australian Labour Party has done
and is doing in connection with the present
war. In this morning’s newspaper I read
that a memhber of another place had made
an attack on the trade unions. I have not
the particulars of the hon. member’s speech,
hut an attack on the trade unions of West-
ern Australia is not needed. They have
taken, and are taking, a highly effective part
in the prosecution of the war. Indeed, every
industrial Labour leader and cvery potitical
Labour leader in the Commonwealth has
voiced the ideal and the determination of
Labour to assist in every way possible. The
Labour movement has not been backward in
proving its sincerity in that regard. May
I mention that it has been the policy of the
industrial Labour movement for many years
to have disputes eommittees, which are, and
have been, a strong factor in preventing dis-
putes and preserving industrial peace. Those
committees have not met simply to settle in-
dustrial disputes after they bave begun, but
also by their activities to prevent in-
dustrial disputes from arising; and in this
they have been suceessful. They are largely
to be credited with the faet that industrial
peace has heen preserved in Western Aus-
tralia for many years past. A few weeks
ago the State Exceutive of the State Labour
Purty received an invitation from the Em.
ployers’ Federation to meet that body in
conference with a view to establishing what
might be called an industrial panel. The
establishment of a joint committee wonld
have for its purpose the proper conduet of
industry during the pendency of the waor.
That invitation was aceepted by the West-
ern Australian Labour Party, and the first
eonference was held in the oflices of the Em-
ployers’ Federation, the president of that
federation, Mr. R. 0. Law, being in the
chair. Another conferenee was held, and
that conference met in no less a place than
the Trades Hall. Over that conference I had
the honour to preside. The result of these
negotiations has been the nppointment of
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a joint committee representative of emplog-
ers and of employces—representatives of the
Employers’ Federation on the one hand and
representatives of the trade union move-
ment on the other. The committer has held
meelings alternately in the offices of the
imployers’ Federation and in the Trades
ITall. The trades union movement in this
Btate is helping in every possible way and
an imnortant featnre of the activities of the
movement towards the war effort is the re-
sponge made to the appeal for subseriptions
to the free-of-intercst war loan and the pur-
chase of war savine certificates. In the course
of five ov siv wecks the trades union move.
ment in this State has contributed a sum ap-
proximating £15,330. Some of that money
has heen provided as a free gift to the Com-
monwealth, but about 75 per cent. of it has
heen contributed ta the frec-of-interest loan.
Some porlion of it has heen devoted to loans
carrving interest and the remainder has been
invested in war saving eertificates and am-
bulances. No invidious distinction can he
drawn between the unions. We know that
an hon. member in another plaee has often
spoken of trade unions as disloyal and un-
patriotie, and in that respect he has referred
more than once to the Fremantle Lumpers'
Taion.  That hody has subscribed no less a
sum than £1,500 to the frec-of-interest loan.
No man in this State, either in public or
private life, ean say other than that the
Lahour movement here is doing all it can
to assist in the titanie strogele in which the
nation is engaged. The efforts to whieh 1
have referred are entirely apart from what
individual members of the unions have them-
selves done. Quite o number, as we know,
have volunteered for active serviece. A hiz
perrentage of unionists are in camp or wait-
ing to be ealled up and others are actually
OVerseq.

There is a reference in the Lieut-
tovernm's Sreeeh to the manufacture of
munitions, and it iz stated that possibly
from now on we mav cet a greater share of
this work than hefore. T heve that will be
so and that a arealer proporlion of war ex-
penditure will take place in this State than
lias heen the experience in the past. Viewing
what the Commeonwealth has spent on war
offorts alone, we find that the greater
proportion of that expeaditure has been
in two cities of the Kastern States. In
Woestern Australia we have the men, the
skill, and in many instanees the cqnipment

as well.  We may not have the particular
cquipment needed for the manufacture of
certain munitions, but the Commonwealth
should nssist us to procuve it. In this way
it wonld be possible for us to keep our men
in emplovment and so help not only those
who have gone oversea but our own land
as well. Mention is also made in the Speech
that in spite of the large numbers that have
enlisted there are still some 6,000 men de-
pendent on the State for relief work or sus-
tenanee, and also that the State Govern-
ments should give preference to defence
works. While that is so, I am glad to know
that the relief workers will not sufter and
that they will be kept employed as usual.
Every effort should be made to see that as
many men as possible are employed in this
State on defence work and that they should
also he employed on full time. I agree with
the member for West Perth (Mr. MeDonald)
that a sustenanee man, when not actually
working, should receive more than the 7s. a
woek allowance. Members of the Govern.
ment do realise that that amount is not suffi-
cient for men who are out of employmend.
Unfortunately, however, the Government has
had to maoke its advanees to these people
aceording to the tune ealled by the Loan
Council. Realising the immoense sums of
money that are being spent at the present
time on war cofforts, all of which is going
towards the destruction of human life, surely
from such a welter of expenditure something
could he spared for the purpose of increas=.
ing the sustenance allowanee of men during
their standing-down period. Tn my opinion,
if the Government of this State and the
representatives of the Governments of the
other States were to take a hold stand, the
sustenance rates would be increased, The
memher for West Perth stressed the neces-
sity for a long-range poliey, but there was
nothing of a practical natare in what he
said; he entirely avoided the finaneial as-
peet. I could not help being struck, how-
ever, by the difference between him together
with the party he has the honour of leading
in this House, and that of the party te whieh
the member for Greenough (Mr. Patrick)
bo'ongs, a party that has the confidence of
the primary producers. That party at its
recent conference did advocate something
in the way of long-range policy; it eame
into line with the Lahour movement’s poliey.
That party #aid it was time that the nation
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ot eontrol of its own finances. That was
the elaim of the primary producers, those
whoaare responsible for returning to this
House the members now sitting on the Op-
pesition benehes.  The Country Party has
given econsiderable thought to the policy
which Labour has advocated for many years,
but which unfortunately it has never bad
the opportunity to put completely into
operation.  Only onee, during a hrief period
of five years, was Vabour in the position of
putting its financial poliey inte operation,
and that was dorving the years 1910-19106
when it established the Commonwealth Bank
—the peaple’s bank, an institntion which
was (he forerunner of Labour’s policy of
finanee, It is true that a Labour Govern-
ment was also in power in the Common-
wealth from 1929 to 1931 but that Govern-
mont was only in office, not in power. It
was opposed by the anti-Labour majority in
the Senate led by George Foster Pearee. 1
say advisedly now that if there is an appeal
to the people and Labour comes into power,
it will agmin put inte operation its financial
policy. It will be the long-range policy the
member for West Perth preaches about and
in connection with which he has not sub-
mitted anything in practical form. I wonld
refer him to the conference reeently held by
the primary produeers, which realised the
necessity for the alteration of the monetary
system. I only hope that the struggle in
which we are now engaged will not be as
long as we now fear it may be. We must,
however, do all we can to bring it to a sue-
cessful and vistorious conclusion.

MR. BERRY (Irwin-Moore) [5.38]: I
was particularly interested in that part of
the Lieut.-Governor's Speech which referred
to the manufacture of munitions. T do not
think that ever in our history or in the his-
tory of the British Empire have we had to
face a position snch as that with which we
are eonfronted to-day. Eleven months ago,
when I was first elected to this House, I did
not expeet nor was it possible for anyone to
forecast, that the German nation would
sweep over the European world as it has
done. It did not aceur to me that in a mat-
ter of a few weeks’ action a nation like Ger-
many would destroy countries such as Nor-
way, Denmark, Belginm, Holland and
France. Two vears before the war began
T lived among German people in a German
colony and I assure the House that a pecn-

liarity of those people was their nervons
restless energy and that everything they did
was done in ruthlessly eflicient and military
maunner. Everything was diseiplined and
I assure the House that the diseipline
I actuwally saw was such that I should
not eare fo live under it. This ues-
tion of munitions is of such paramount im-
portance that a duty devolves on every man
in the conntry to do his shave morally, physi-
cally and tinancially to sce that our sons ave
sent overseas cquipped iun such a manner
that they will ecome back to ws.  Australia’s
greatest heritage is her sons. There is not
much more to he said on this matter except
that T trust the Government will realise that
the efficiency of the enemy is sueh that we
must do more than match it; we muost sur-
pass it. Theve is wo doubt in my mind that
the Iinglish-speaking people can do that,
There is such a thing as the Englishman’s
spivit and 1 am eonvineed from what 1 have
scen of English-speaking people the world
over that Hitler cannot beat us becanse we do
not know when we are heaten.  That is a char-
acteristic of which we might well he proud.

Pussing from the subject of munitions, [
wish to draw attention to the wonderful
effort made in this State and in Australia as
a whole in subseribing funds to prosecute
the war. I recently attended a war rally in
the country. To my amazement I found
that although members of the farming com-
munity were not in a position to give money,
some of them submitted erates of fowls.
That is a very hard pill for Hitler to swal-
low, and it demonstrates the spirit of the
English-speaking people to which I have re-
ferred. T thought that was a wonderful
effort. At the same time I eannot help feel-
ing that with all these rallics and patriotie
efforts we are making, we may lose sight of
what might be called the refugees of our
own country, There are institutions in this
land that are soffeving, T am told, heranse
of the enthusiasm that is being displayed for
patriotie funds. I trust nothing will he done
to prejudice the interests of the many poor
unfortunate folk who are in need of assist-
ance here,

In his able speech, the mewnber for West
Peith (Mr. MeDonald) said he hoped that
more secondary industries would be estab-
lished in this State. I think that has the
full agreecment of every memher of the
House. My ecousidered ™ opinion is (hat
sccondary industries will eome to Western
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Australin when, and only when, the pro-

ducers of Western Australia are producing

at a profit.  When that state of affairs
exists, there will be no deubt about fhe
establishing of secondary industries and the
growth of population. There is an old adage
which says that suceess brings suceess, and
it the primary producers of Australia meet
with yoccess, I am convineed that the
people of other countries, people of a type
we wish to have, will come to the Common-
wealth. The fact has been demonstrated in
several other countries and especinlly in the
Far East where I lived for some years, that
when the primary producer enjoys pros-
perity, there is immense prosperity in the
couniry as a whole, 1 would suggest that
perbaps we have not vet formulated a fowr-
stuare policy for the men on the lnd, We
all admit that they ave perhaps one of the
hardest worked sections withont pay in the
community, but the Federal Government so
far has not come forward with any definite
plan to alleviate the distress that they sufler.
We were told to prow more wheat: then we
were told to grow less wheat. We have actu-
ally been told to eut our wheat for hay,
presumably to feed tractors! The time has
vowme when we must, as a war effort, see that
the primary producer has a fair ceack of the
whip, beeause I consider that the primary
producer, in the order of things existing to-
day, is no less a soldier than the member of
the Army Service Corps who delivers the
finished article to the men in the line. When
that fact is realised and that man catered
For we shall find we have gone a long way to-
wards making Australia a great nation.
[ am convinced that no stone should he
left unturaed to put the primary producer
tairly and squarely on the economie map. I
have all the sympathy in the world for the
man who seeures an inercase in the basic
wage.  If T had my way and was a fabu-
lously wealthy man T would give every indi-
vidual in Anstralia all the money I conld
to enable him to enjoy a decent standard of
living. As the member for Perth (Mr, Need-
ham) pointed out, this eould be done if we
wanted to do it. Before the end of last
sesston in Deeember, 1939, a motion was in-
troduced in this House by the member for
Murchison (Mr. Marshall) urging that the
yesources of the Commonwealth Bank should
he used for the purposes of defence and
other things. T refer particularly to the de-
fence aspeet becanse that is  the sub-

jeet paramount in our minds now.  The
motfion was passed as far as I ecan
recolleet  without a  dissentient voicee and
it then passed out of the House appar-
ently into the grave, because we bave
gone on in exactly the same way and seem-
ingly will continue to do so. Our finanees
are becoming more and more muddled, so
mueh so that perhaps our very war effort
is being prejudiced throngh siriet adher-
ence to an economice system which is not
only rotten but which many of us pro-
phesied would lead to the tragedy we are
facing to-day.

1lon. members probably saw a reference
in the DPress yesterday to the faet that
power aleohol was being produced from
molasses.  That 18 a very important point
beeause it has a bearing on the question of
petvol restrietion, restrietion that nome of
us is going to dispute provided it is equit-
able. 1t is pleasing to note that in the
Eastorn States the question of power aleohol
has heen given eonsideration.  Unfortun-
ately the attention of seientists is to be
directed mostly towards molasses. T trust
that is not beeause of the influence of the
Colonial Sugar Refining Co. Power aleahol
can also he produced from harley and
wheat. We have been told that the produe-
tion of power alcohol from barley and
wheat is more expensive than from molasses,
but the fact remains that we have unsale-
able stocks of wheat and some of that tre-
mendous surplus could be converted into
power aleohol, thereby saving the wheat
from destruelion by mice and weevils. Such
an aetivity would be of advantage to the
primary producers. Before the downfall of
France, thousands of bushels of wheat were
used for that partienlar purpose in that
country, and a high power motor spirit was
made. Probably the Minister for Industrial
Development will tell us later that he has
gone into this matter, and I hope he will
stress to the fullest extent the importanee
of the subjeet. Years ago when I was in
Singapore we went into this question of
power aleohol and produced from Nipah
palm a spirit that drove a motor car. I
admit that we bad to start on petrol, but
the product of the Nipah palm definitely
drove the car. The same result eould be
obtained from the use of wheat. As
far back as 1871 this fact was recognised,
but we have never bothered about it, be-
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cause we have never had to do s0. To-day,
however, with war all around us, we have
to explore every avenue and do the very
best we ean to ensure that we emerge on the
right side of the fence. None of us will
quarrel with necessary restrictions on the
use of petrol, but if it is possible to allevi-
ate the position as the result of investiga-
tions into the possibility of produeing
power alechol from wheat, the Government
should undertake those investigations and
do the job thoroughly. I agree with the
member for West Perth (Mr. McDonald)
that the Government should ask some of us
to co-operale on committees appointed to
inquire into problems of this kind. A little
while ago my mind was in a turmoil over
existing conditions, and I went around this
State to see if T could do something to help.
I found, however, that I could do nothing,
that I was bumping my head against a
brick wall. That is not right. They even
told me when I went to the military that
my “tummy” was too large. The fact re-
mains that we all want to do something.
People everywhere are crying out to be al-
lowed to help. In their enthusiasm, the re-
turned soldiers—and I pay them tribute for
it—have almost got in the road, but they are
at Iast being recognised, and the home de-
fence units they have succeeded in forming
will, I eonsider, prove a fine additional asset
to the war contribution of Australia, If
any funny little yellow Jap eomes poking
his nose here, he will be well and truly
punched on that nose by some returned sol-
dier. Returned soldiers are asking, in faet,
demanding, that they should be armed and
given equipment, and I think their request
should be granted.

Reverting to the matter of power aleohol
from wheat, I would point out that, apart
altogether from the spirit that ean he pro-
duced, there is a residue of 25 per cent. of
the wheat which is a very valnable product.
If the matter is closely examined, I do not
think any further loose statements will be
made about its being cheaper to produce
power aleoho! from molasses than from
wheat.

Coneerning the problems of farmers, a
little while ago the price of super was raised
by 30s. a ton. The reason for that increase
was that the eost of production had risen.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. BERRY: I was speaking about the
enhanced cost to the farmer of superphos-
phate. It is only logical to assume that if
the cost of produetion riles against the
manufaeturers, it must also rise against the
primary producer whe is growing ecrops.
The Federal Government might well
bring this matter under the nofice of
the Wool Purchasing Committee in Eng-
land. It should be poinfed out to that com-
mittee that it fixed the priee of wool hefore
any rise in the price of superphosphate oe-
curred or before the price of other commod-
ities went up. During war time as well as
at other times, justice must be shown to
cvery section of the community whether the
primary producing section, the lahouring
gection or any other. T shall he glad to
know whether anything can be donc in this
direction. When the Imperial Government
fixed the price of wool the Chairman of the
committee remarked, in reply to a guestion,
that he had not taken into consideration,
when fixing the price, the cost of produne-
tion. That was an astounding and stupid
statement to make and indicated a good deal
of ignorance on his part. If it was made
clear to the Home authorities that eosts
were Tising, probably they would be glad
to pay a higher price for our wool. The
same remarks practically apply to wheat.
Every effort should be made to see that jus-
tice i3 meted out all round so that there may
be no more ahandonments of farming pro-
perties in Australia.

Unfortunately the season in this State
has not been & good one, and already hun-
dreds of peaple have come to the conelusion
that it is impossible for them to carry on.
Many of them have interviewed me on the
subject. They say they do not want to carry
on, that the struggle is too uneven, that
they have been battling against inequalities
for some years, and feel that they ecan no
longer shoulder the burden. They would,
therefore, rather leave their farms, and en-
deavour fo find work in the ecity. It would
be very unfortunate for the State if that
ocenrred. Apparently 6,000 men are already
unemployed, and we do not want the num-
ber increased. Perhaps it would be more in
the interests of Western Australia, and the
Commonwealth, if we conld devise a scheme
whereby men on the land, who through ad-
verse oircumstances were practically being
forced off it, were given an adequate sum
of money on which to live so that their
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assets might be preserved. Undoubtedly the
properties will be an asset some day. Farm
lands are the preatest assets we have, and
there could he no secondary industries with-
aut them. If we can keep these people on
the land by giving them only the equivalent
of the dole they would probably get if they
came to the e¢ity, that would be of advant-
age to the country as well as to them. For
that consideration the farmers concerned
would keep down the vermin on the proper-
ties, keep suekers down, and wmaintain
the assets, When the period of rchabilita-
tion arrives and the lot of the primary pro-
ducer is less unhappy than it is today,
those people will be able to take up theiv
tools of work and once more become a defi-
nite asset to the State. T assume that 1n
conjunction with ‘the munitions drive many
of the 6,000 unemployed will be absorbed.
T hope that in the course of that drive every
business and firm capable of making some-
thing to help win the war will he hrought
into the scheme, just as was done in Eng-
land during the Inst war. I am econfident
that the Government will hare that in mind.

No reference was made in the Speech to
edueation.  To this the member for West
Perth (Mr. MeDonald) drew attention. He
smprostedd that we should have some new
farm of edueation, though T confess I did
not understand to what he was referring.
Kidueation is of paramount importance to
the children who ave growing up in the
State, war or no war. I hope it will not be
neeessary in any way to economise so that
the children will be handicapped through
lack of adequate educational focilities, Tech-
nical education under the defence scheme
will receive a considerahle impetus in this
State. That is a fine thing. I hope that in
no cirenmstances will the cducation of ehil-
dren in the country be any less efficient
than it las been in the past. T1lp to date
country children have not had all the oppor-
tunities for cducation to whick they are
entitled, The Tederal Government counld
well make an annual! grant to assist the
State in rendering this necessary scrvice,
the value of which I am sure it recognises.
It is a pity the Education Department is
not able to control its own Vote. When one
visits the department to get some concession
for the country one learns that whilst the
officials and probably the Minister are in
tovour of cortain things heing done, some
other department is able to veto them. In one

instance recently I reached the stage when I
did not know whore to go or how to set
about doing what I wished to do. War or
no war we should earry on education pro-
gressively, as T am sure the Government
will do if possible. The same remarks apply
to the dental treatment of children. More
dental vans are necessary. Another request
from the country is for wire doors and
windows so that flies may be kept out of
the schoclrcoms during the summer. That
request should be kept well to the fore.

Another thing about the Speeceh that
struck me was its conciseness and brevity.
I take that as an intimation that members
also ore expected to be eoncise and brief
in theiv remarks. At a time like this we ean
do no more than assure the Government of
our willingness to do all in our power te
help win the war, which is the main objec-
tive of the moment. Earlior in my specch I
paid a tribute to the returned soldiers, as
well as to the pcople for the wonderful
manner in which they had responded to the
war coffort, I should now like to pay
a tribute to the British Navy, Not
only has the British Navv shown that it
i+ a ateh for the Germans in eilicieney, but
it has gone far beyond that. The operations
at Dunkerque make one proud to belong to
the British Commonwealth of Nations. It
showed that the Germans are going to find it
extremely dillicult to eross the Channel. We
are slso very proud of H.M.AR. “Sydney”
and its action in the Mediterranean a few
days ago. These two achievemenis are a
lesson to us and show that we have to got
more efficiecney into our fighting forees on
land to make them eomparable with the effi-
cieney of our forces at sea. OQur flying
men, too, have done work that makes us in-
tensely proud of them.

An increasing number of people is
coming to this State from the Near East.
By every vessel dozens of visitors arc reach-
ing these shores. I wish to pay a tribute to
the Tourist Dopartment. I know many of
the visitors and those with whom I have
come into eoniset have told me that their
troatment in Western Australia has been
cxeellent. Those who have heen here a few
months bhave informed me they are getting
the same feeling towards Western Australia
that I had when I first arrived. They like
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the State. I assure the Government that I
personally will do all I can fo help in ony
diveetion whatsoever.

MR. TRIAT (Mt Magnet) (7.42]: 1
congratulate the member for Pilbara (Mr.
W. Hegney) on his address last week.
Knowing him as I do I was not surprised
at the manner in which he handled his sub-
jeet. There is no doubt the Speech of the
Lieut.-Governor contains very little that one
can deal with. In a time of war that is per-
haps exensable. Everyone seems to be in a
fog. T am in a fog myself. The decisions
and announced intentions of the Common-
wealth Government are causing people to
become more befogged than they were in
“the past. Let me refer to the petrol ration-
ing proposals. No one seems to know what
is poing to be done. We arc told that the
rationing is to consist or suflicient petrol to
take a vehicle 40 miles in & week., In'my
electorate it is common for people to have
to travel long distances. At Sandstone for
instanee, there is only oue train a week and
residents in the disfriet come long distaneces
to meet the train and obtain their supplies.
People are forced to get their supplies at
the railhead, and many of them travel from
80 to 120 miles with that object in view.
These who come long distances sometimes
subseribe for the cost of a motor truck.
There is one place 86 miles away from the
railhead where 40 people are living. If the
proposals arc carried into effect and only
suffieient petrol ig available to take a car 40
miles in a week, those persons will be unable
to seeure their supplies. At another place
120 miles away from the railhend there are
200 residents all of whom will be greatly in-
convenienced. Everything in the district has
been done by motor transport, and those
people wilt be unable to exist if they are
restricted to enough petrol to ecarry them 40
miles per week. It is all very well to say
that motorists can instal a gas producer
plant on the vehicles, but such devices cost
money. Many of the people to whom T have
referred are prospectors, and they could not
afford £60 or £70 for the purchase of & gas
producer. If petrol is rationed as is pvo-
posed, the State Government will have to
stand behind many of the taxpayers to
cnable them to purchase gas prodncers.
In my opinion it is not beyond the eapacity
of the authorities at the Midland Junetion
Workshops or at some other foundry in
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Western Australia, to tuarn out a gas pro-
ducer plant at a cost less than £60 or £70.
The patent rights may be beld by some eou-
cern, but I do not know that that covers
every form of gas producer. I helieve pat-
ent rights arc held by people who make their
profits on the sales.
Hon. C. G. Latham:
plant could be improved.

Mr. TRIAT: Yes, and I believe the Gov-
ernment could encourage investigations
along those lines and perhaps have a gas
produeer put on the market at a cost of £30,
Possibly terms could be arranged so that
a farmer who had not mueh money available,
conld seenrce the plant to enable him to work
his property. Such a move would be of im-
porlunce and in the interests of the State.
In the meantime the people in the outer
arcas arc confronied with the prospect of
serions difficulty in regard to petrol supplies.
They have to travel over long distances to
the rail head in order tu seeure their re-
quirements. In addition to the other centres
I have mentioned, there is IField's Find and
again Payne's Find, which is 98 miles from
the rail-head. The people there depend on
motor traction for supplies. There are 79
people at Field’s Find, ineclading 25 who
are married. They sceure their supplies
from Wubin, but I admit that in that
instance a gas producer is available, so
that these people are not so seriously af.
fected. Station properties in my electorate
are in many instunces situated 110 miles
from the rail-head and that necessitates a
journey every two weeks or so to secure sup-
plics. Further than that, motor bicyeles are
used to travel over the station propertics.
There is no feed available in the country for
stock, so that if horses were to be used for
that work, the necessity would arise to pro-
vide feed for the animals. In those eircum.
stances, obviously the use of motor bicycles
is much the cheaper proposition. I frust the
Premier will make representations to the
Commonwealth (GGovernment when the next
conference is held, so that special considera-
tion wilt he given to the fuel requirements of
those residing in the outer parts of Western
Australia, T regard the manufacture of gas
producers hy the Government as a good sug-
gestion, and 1 hope the Government will in-
vestigate the possibilities. T heard the Leader
of the Opposition or the Leader of the
National Party disagree to the manufacture
being undertaken by the State. I did not think

At any rate, the
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anyotie would ohject to that course heing
followed. Tf mo private individual is pre-
pared to supply gas producers at a reason-
able price, the Government should step in
and supply the need. T trust the Leader of
the Opposition and the Leader of the Nat-
ional Party will not dispute the right of the
Government to assume that responsibility.

During the present period it is most ve-
grettable to learn that many of our men are
out of work nnd, according to the Licut..
Governor's  8Speech, 6,000 are dependent
upon the Glovernment for part-time employ-
ment. I helieve that is ¢uite correet. The
member for Irwin-Moore {Mr, Berry) said
that many of them wouid probably be ab-
sorbed in the manufacture of munitions, but
T am given to understand that that is nol
likely. I have been foll fhat very few un-
skilled men will he requived for munition
work. On the other hand, those employed
will have to be skilled tradesizen, such as
fitters, turners, and s on.

The Minister for Mines:
highly skilled.

Mr. TRIAT: 1 understand that 15 s,
particnlarly for the manufacture of fuse
caps. The operation is most delicate; if the
fuse eap is not made perfeetly, the shell will
not explode. One regrettable feature is that
most of the lads who leave school today are
not skilled in any trade. From time to time
we Jiear discussions regarding our system of
edueation.  "Whatever may be said for it
the fact vemains that little opportanity is
available for our youth to he trained in any
skilled trade until after bhe bas lett sehool.
In my opinion no boy should leave school
until he has practieally one skilled trade at
his finger tips. Every hoy who passes his
Jjunior examination should be able to elaim
to have at least a good grip of one such
trade. He should he able to acquire a know-
ledge of a trade such as carpentry, fitting,
turning, electrical engincering, and so on.
What do we find yvegarding the Junior 18x-
amination to-day? The syllabus shows that
14 subjects are available for the student
and if he passes in five subjects, he is able
to secure his Junior eertificate. That means
that he can take English, history, geo-
graphy and a langnage together with, say,
drawing, and hc i8 able to secure his Junior
certificate, although he has not cven a
smattering of one skilled trade. That is
quite all right from one standpoint. With
the possession of his ccrtificate the lad can

Thev have to he

seeure a position, but, in my opinion, the
liolding of a Junior Examination cerlifieate
should not entitle a lad to any consideration
bevond that accorded o boy who has passed
out of the sixth standard. It would be far
hetter if the Junior Examination included
a compulsory subject that would give
ihe lad some knowledge of a skilled trade
that, with a little technieul edueation after
leaving sehool, would enable him to altain a
proficiency sullicient to secure tor him a
place in industry. [ suggest that the auth-
orities of the Education Department =hould
consider the advisability of ineluding soute
such compulsory subject in the carviculum
so fhat a lad after leaving schoul would be
able to enter some useful occupation il ve-
quired.  Kvervone should desire to possess
some such qualifiention. I feel sure that
nearly every member of this Ilouse would
have been glad if, when he lett school, he
had had some knowledge of a skilled trade, T
know that many of them went into piblie
life  and  endeavomred to make  good
promptly through the avenues available
to them. I1Towever, the bugbear from which
we suffer to-day is the lack of skilled trades-
men. We have been told that most of our
skilled men ave leaving Western Australia
for the Eastern States where they ean take
part in the manufaclure of munitions.
Hon. C. G. Latham: Yon are quite right.
We must have voeational training here,

Mr. TRIAT: I trust that matter will be
taken into consideration hy the antharitics.
Something along those lines is essential in
order that our young people may he in a
hetter position, I trust, and bhelieve, the
problem will be tackled. From our reading,
we know perfoetly well that every youth
who leaves school in Germany has a trade
at his finger tips. Moreover, serviee in the
Army is eompulsory and the youth con-
tinues further with his trade. The result is
that most foreigners who arrive here are
not unskilled workers. I am not speaking
of Italians but of Germans, Danes, Swedes,
and so on. The foreigners who are finding
positions on the mines are all skilled, Thex
are fitters, torners, riggers, eleetricians and
50 on. They are qualified men, nnd when
they come to Australin they are able to
secure the good jobs that are offering, jobs
that require skill and expert knowledge.
The unfortunate part of it is that we find
the Australians doing the pick and shavel
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work under the direction of men more or
less recently arrived from forcign countries.
That is definitely traceable to the deficiencies
of our system of education. lmprovements
can be cffected in that direction, and 1 ecer-
tainly hope steps will be taken along the
lines I suggest. The question may be asked
how it will he possible to seeure such ad-
vantages to the boy in the back country.
The snggestion is made that it would be im-
possible to provide such a lad with tuition
in the ordinary skilled trades. I do notf hold
that opinion, becaunse if his instructor had
previously had the benefit of edueation
along the lines I have indieated, he would
be able to impart his knowledge to the
pupils under his guidance in the back coun-
try, and thus give them at least some know-
ledge of a trade. I certainly trust that the
Government will go into that malter and
endeavour to effect some reforms. It ean-
not be doubted that we will rvequire skilled
men in the fotare. T regard the faet that
we have 6,000 men still dependent on the
Government for part-time cmployment as
most regrettable. T recolleet that when Par-
Yiament adjonrned last year there were
about that number on part-time work,

My, Thorn: They depended on the Govern-
ment for employment,

Mr. TRIAT : That is so, and there may be
some truth in the remark made by a mem-
ber on the Opposition side of the House to
the effect that some of those people do nof
desire to leave the employment they now
enjoy. That may be quite correct, but
nevertheless the fact that so many men are
even now dependent upon the State for em-
ployment is indeed regrettable. With the
resources as its disposal, the Government
has not sufficient means cnabling it to place
those men in a form of employment that will
recou)y the State for the money expended.
Notwithstanding that fact, the State essenti-
ally must find work for the unemployed.
How ecan it be done? I am of the opinion
that we should receive assistanee from the
Commonwealth Government to enable the
State to make effective use of the unem-
pwyed. T feel that ithe Commonwealth
Government is so far removed from Wes-
tern Australia that it has httle thought for
our people here. If we could secure some
financial assistance, little difficulty would
be experienced in finding work for the 6,000
men, and that would be an advantage to the
State in general.

Take the posifion regarding the Yampi
Sound iron ore deposits. There we have over
97,000,000 tons of iron ore above sea level
that can he mined without the necessity to
sink a shaft. It is so situated that ships
can be brought alongside in 30 feet of water
right up against the ore deposit itself. Ger-
many has lost thousands of lives in an en-
deavour to secure the right to operate the
same ¢lass of iron ore deposit that we have
lying idle at Yampi Sound. In Western
Australia, apparently, we do not want to
do anything with it, and so it can lig idle
veor after year. Western Australin does
not produee a single ounce of pig iron in a
vear. What is wrong with the country?
Why ecannot we produee pig iron sceing that
we have the best elass of iron ore that can
be cobtained in any part of the world. I
have put that question to others, and I have
been told that the explanation is that we
have no furnnces. Great heavens! Other
countries have heen in that position but
thoey have seeured furnaces and are now
smelting iron ore. Why eannot we do that?
Why cannot we convert our iron ore into pig
iron and then aequire still further furnaces
and convert the pig iron into steel? The
task is aecomplished in other parts of the
world. In the Eastern States pig iron is
being mannfactured, and I heard the Pre-
mier state that a million tons had been ex-
ported to England from Broken Hill. Yet
we in Western Australia have upwards of
97,000,000 tons of iron ore lying idle, and
ne ottempt is made to use it! The Japanese
would work the deposits if allowed to do so,
and we can thank God now that they were
not permitted to operate there. The faet
remains that 97,000,000 tons of iron ore are
available in the North, and the deposit
should be worked. We should be turning
out a million tons or so of pig iron with the
right to export the product overseas or to
make use of it in our own country for the
manufacture of munitions, especially as we
are told a commencement is to be made
locally with that industry.

I have been informed that it is possible
to smelt iron ore with the use of charcoal.
Thousands of growing trees are desiroyed
annually in Western Australia, and we could
make use of the ehareoal that is now going
tno waste. Why cannot we earry out experi-
ments with that chareoal, if Collie conl is
not available for that purpose? That task
ought to be undertaken; and it will be, if
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we have but the will so to do. Then again
in Western Australia we have the greatest
alunite deposits known jn lthe Common-
wealth, We have over 300 acres of alunite
ore situated within seven niles of a railway
line. That deposit contains over 13,000,000
tons of ore that will yield 50 per cent, alu-
minium. The deposit extends to a depth of
20 feet, and I have been told by a qualified
chemist that it contains sufficient potash to
pay for the eost of the excavation of the
whole of the alunite. I understand that
potash has to be imported into Western Aus-
tralia,

Hon. C. G. Latham: And it is extremely
dilfieult to sceure at present.

Mr. TRIAT: And here we have in Wes-
tern Australia that extensive valuable de-
posit of alunite and ave willing to allow it
to lic idle, awaiting exploitation. I do not
know whether the eountry there is held. If
it is, it is in the possession of people who
have no possible chance of seenring the alu-
minium from the deposit. I am aware that
the ecountry was held some time ago, but I
do not know what the position is now. I
know it is lying idle, and, if held, is in the
possession of people who cannot work the
deposit. If we could work the alunite deposit
and produce aluminium, we would have an
asset of extreme waluc to the comntry. We
would have a eommodity at our disposal that
is essential to our progress, and we could
certainly ahsorb a proportion of the 6,000
men who are now dependent on the Govern-
ment for employment. If we conld carry
the development to the stage I have indi-
cated, we could go one step further and un-
dertake the manufacture of acroplanes.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That would provide
employment for others.

Mr. TRIAT: That is so.

The Minister for Labour: At the present
time 30 tons of the ore is being tested at the
University.

Mr. TRIAT: I know the University
authorities are testing the ore, but the im-
portant point is to know who owns the ore.
Once the information gains eurrency that
the alunite ore is being lested, we will find
people rushing the leases, althongh they will
not be able to work the deposit. I have
been informed that it will take at least
£500,000 to accomplish that end. I do not
know that even the State Government eould
handle the proposition, and that Govern-
ment has every right to expeet finanecial as-

sistance from the Commonwealth to enable
the deposit to be opened up. I think the
Commonwealth Government in duty bound
wonld have to furnish that assistance.

The Minister for Labour: If the Univer.
sity test proves snceessful, no difficulty will
be cxperienced in securing the neeessary
eapital.

Mr. TRIAT: T hope that is correet. Tf
that should prove to he the position, I frust
that a fair proportion of the 6,000 men who
are now dependent on the Government for
employment will be absorbed in the under-
taking. We may find the establishment of
an indnstry that will turn ont alumininm
and lead to the manufacture of acroplanes.
So far the manufacture of munitions in
Western Australia has been limited to a de-
gree. A start is being made. I have hadl
discussions with people conneeted with the
matter and am informed that much difficulty
is heing experienced in obtaining finaner,
The matter is still in the experimental stage.
We have now been at war nine months, and
after nine months of war have not produced
a bow and arrow in Western Australia. 1
sny without fear of contradiction that we
have not produced sufficient munitions in
Western Australia to shoot a flock of birds.
No blame for that is nttachable to our Gov-
crnment, because the responsibility for the
defence of Australia rests upon the Com-
monwealth Government. T sincerely trust
the Premier will place the Bill for civil de-
fenee first on the Notice Paper, and not fifth.
All our people are anxious to do something
towards the war eoffort. Men too old to en-
list have said they are guite prepared to do
what they ean. So is everybedy in Austra-
lia, but what is the use of trying to do soma-
thing when the Commonwealth Government,
which controls defence, is not prepared to
move in the matter as far as this State is
concerned? I have been told there is no fear
of an invasion of this country; but tonight’s
paper shows there is grave danger of inva-
sion. Japan has been talking in an exceed.
ingly cheeky way for some time past, and
according to to-night’s paper the British
Government has inforined Japan that unless
it releases the British subjects who have
heen arrested there, drastie aection will be
taken. 'When nations talk in that way, it
means but one thing—war. Japan is not
too far away from Australia to attempt an
invasion, and her expressed intention for the
past five or six years has been fo oceupy our
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conntry. 1 do not say that of my own know-
ledge, but from what I have read. Quite re-
cently I have rend a work hy a Japanese
naval commander who is an authority on
warfare. With the permission of the House,
I shall quote some short extracts from his
hook.  The writer is Li-Commander Tola
Ishimarn and his book was published in
1936. The title is “Japan must fight
Britain.” He asserts that the Japanese eould
easily defeat the British Navy.

The Minister for Mines: Japan would
have a tough job in front of her to do
that.

My, TRIAT: But that is Japan’s inten-
tion.

Mr. Cross: Has Japan got Italian naval
commanders ?

Mr, TRIAT: I eannot say, but whether
or not Japan has competent or incompetent
commanders makes little difference. The
Commonwealth Government should see that
we are amply protected. We were never
less prepared for an invasion than we are
at present.

Member: Read the cxtract.

Mr. TRIAT: At page 240 the following
appears :—

With the ouibreak of war Tapan would, we
may suppose, descend on Ilong Kong and
Singnpere like a thunderbolt and capture them.
But there are other British possessions within
range of attack by the Japanese flect; British
Bornep and Australia, for instance, would be
dealt with,

The writer proceeds to show how Japan
would eapture those possessions, but I shall
not read what he says abont that. At page
242 he continues—

What ships, then, have the Australiane got?

The writer deals with the vessels we had at
that partieular time, and eontinues—

T only they had taken Admiral Henderson'’s
advice and buoilt these 52! But that is all past
history, and now they have but two 10,000-ton
cruisers, two light eruisers, six destroyers and
two submarines. England, with her present
shortage of light ecruisers, cannot send more
than four, with, perhaps, from 12 to 18 des-
troyers. And the more she depletes her hattle
fleet, the more she jeepardiscs her chances of
suceess in the decisive action in the South
China Sea. Further, 34 or 35 ships at least
would be required adegnately to defend both
tho cast and west coasts of Australia.

Mr. Doney: What is the date of the pub-
lieation of the book?
My. TRIAT: 1938, four years ago.

Mr. Doney: Before the China war.

Mr. TRIAT: It is writtten before Britain
had her hands so full.

The Minister for Mines: And before
Japan had heaxd of the "Sydney.”

Mr. TRIAT: That is so. I have vead
what 1s in the mind of Japan. I do not
say that Japan can achieve that objective;
what T am trying to point out is the apathy
of those in aunthority. Apparently, the
Commonwealth Government is not taking
any notice ond has pot given us even pro-
visional protection. As I said, this State
has done nothing, while the Commonwealth
Government has done very little. That is
what T am trying to stress. I do not for a
moment say that Japan can defeat us, but
she should not be treated as lightly as we
treated the Germans, who recently defeated
a nation which thought it ecould hold Gei-
many at hay for 12 months, At page 278,
Commander Ishimarn states—

Tf Jupan sheuld win, what then? Te =a
word, the collapse of the British Empire, Let
us take Indin first. Tf England went to war
with Japan, she would try her time.worn trick
of promising the Indinns independence if they
sided with her. But now they have learned
far too much to he taken in. They would ig-
nore her offer and seize the opportunity to
take for themsclveas the independence they so
greatly desire. If England were defeated, 1un-
dian would break away from her, nothing is
more certain,  England would then lose her
vital treasure house, Next, England would lose
her martkets in China, which have figured so
largely in her fortunes, she may be surc of
that, She would have to cede Hong Kong to
Japan, and that would wundermine the very
foundations of her China trade. But more seri-
ous than all else, Australia and New Zealand
would pass into Japancse hands.

That is a quotation from a work written by
a Japancse, a man in authority, who says
that his country is prepared to invade Aus-
tralia should the oppertunity present itself.

Mr. Thorn: He likes himself a lot.

Mr. TRIAT: Although the Japanese are
a cheeky race, they are foemen worthy of
consideration who will not be defeated by
merely blowing off gas. It is a wrong pol-
iey for a country at war not to prepare it-
self for the worst, while hoping for the
best. We have collected a few pounds to
assist patriotic funds—a fine effort. We
have collected some money to put in the
Commonwealth coffers to prosecute the war;
that must be done. But what have we done
to build up the internal defence of Aus-
tralia, or to manufacture manitions of war?
What have we done to produce a gun or a
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rifle for the purpose of destroying the
enemy? We have done nothing at all in
that way in Western Australia.

Member: But munitions are being manu-
factured in the Eastern States.

Mr. TRIAT: Very little, from what I can
gather. I was at Sandstone a fortnight
agzo. Some 40 people there had formed a
rifle club and among their number were
some keen rifle shots. However, they ve-
ceived instructions through the police that
every round of ammunition had to be seized
and delivered to the Commonwealth for de-
fence purposes. Most of that ammunition
was made in 1926 and should be disecarded
as far as war purposes are concerned, as it
would be of no use. The members were per-
mitted to use eight rounds for the final cup
and then 147 rounds were sent to Perth.
That is wrong. The ammunition might be
ol yse up to 500 or 600 yards, but not fur-
ther. As the distance increases the veloeity
decreases, boeause the cordite, or whatever
it may be ealled, has lost some of ils virtue.
The Commonwealth Government must be
very short of ammunition to fight the cnemy
should he arrive. Tiveryone knows Lhat
1,000,000 rounds of ammunition do net go
far in war time.

Mr. Seward: It is hetter to have the am-
munition under one control than seatteved
all over the country,

My, TRIAT: That may he so, I am nol
skilled in war matters, But why confisente
147 rounds of ammunition from 2 place like
Sandstone, when the modern machine gun
fires 1,200 rounds a minute? According to
what is published in the paper to-nicht,
that is twice as many rounds as the old-type
of machine gun fired. At the rate of 1,200
round a minute, it would not take long to use
the few rounds of ammunition that we could
manufacture in Australia, There is not
much work entailed in making a cartridge.
I bave seen kangaroo hunters vefilling cari-
ridges, They put in the cordite and elose
the cartridge again.

Member: How do they put the cap on?

Mr. TRIAT : It is dene quite easily. The
cap is put in position with a small instru-
ment. Kangaroo hunters use the eartridge
shells over and over again until the shell
bursts, when of course it is no longer used
and ig thrown away. The matters upon
which I have: touched are essential to the

welfare and defence of Australia. We have
an abundance of iron ore which ean be
manufactaved into pig ivon and steel which,
in turn, ean be made into munitions at the
Midland Junction Workshops. If locomo-
tives can be built at those shops, survely
armoured tanks could be made also. There
is merely a difference in the method of trae-
tion; the armoured car would have eater-
pillar wheels. We have skilled tradesmen
eapable of deing the work, but we must have
the iron and steel, For that reason, we
should at once proceed to develop the
Yampi iron deposits. We have an ample
supply of alaminiom alse. I am glad to
learn that experts at the TUniversity are
making tests of our alunite; if thesc prove
suevessful T hope the Government will take
immediate steps to work our deposits of
this material. I hope that within the next
nine months, at all events, Woestern Austra-
lia will be able to undertake its share in the
manufaeture of menitions for the defence of
the Commonweslth, The member for Irwin-
Moore said that if our country were invaded
our returned soldiers wounld mret the enemy
and give him a crnck, I have no doubt
thoy would, but they must be adequately
armed. It is no wse serving them with the
old type of rifle; they should be supplicd
with Bren and Tommy guns, whirh are
eapable of firing 600 or 700 rounds a
minute. The time has gone by when sol-
diers should be asked to use rifles which,
after firing five cartridges, necessilate the
pressing of a bolt to cnsure a further
supply.

Member: Bren guns are now heing made
in the Eastern States.

Mr, TRIAT: Why make them only in the
Eastern States? Why should Western
Australia always be passed over in favour
of the Kastern States! The time is long
overdue when that attitude should no longer
be adopted. The people of the Eastern
States are well off; they have large second-
ary industries, they get all the cream, while
we in the West get nothing. It is time the
people of Western Australia woke up and
demanded their rights. Western Australia
is just as much a part of the Commonwealth
as are New South Wales, Victoria and
Queensland.

The Premier: The Direetor of Munitions
is coming to Western Australia next week
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and we will see him about the matter. He is
coming with an open cheque book.

AMr. TRIAT: T hope the Premier will be
able to persunde the Federal Treasurer to give
us some money when the director arrives. I
do not propose to delay the Ilouse much
longer, but 1 honestly believe—and I
am not joking when T say this—that
we have been lacking in our duty to the
country. [ am not especially attacking the
l.abour Government, for I realise the Gov-
ernment eannot do anything without money.
I do not blume it as much as I blame the
Federnl Government. I am a member of
the Labour Party and am very proud of the
fuct. Nevertheless, I would not he heyond
castigating my own people if I had reason
to Lelieve they were in the wrong. I have
the enurage of my convietions and am pre-
pared to condemn anybody I believe to be at
fault. I do not altogether blame the Gov-
ernment, but the people responsible for the
manufacture of armaments, who are not piv.
ing ns an opportunity to show our worth.
I hope that the Premier's statement about
the Chief Director of Munitions coming here
with an open cheque book will be justified,
but I am afraid that it will not be. The
Chief Director of Munitions may come here,
but unless pressure is brought to bear, there
will be no cheque except for a very small
amount.

The Premier: You are pessimistic,

Mr. TRTAT: Yes, I am, affer nine
months' experience of actual faets.

The Premier interjected.
Mr. TRIAT: I beg your pardon?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The hon. mem-
ber will address the Chair. He is under no
obligation to reply to interjections.

Mr. TRIAT: T do not intend to delay the
House by discussing the matter further, but
I fecl keenly about it. I and ail other mem-
bers of this House were returned by the
people on the understanding that something
would be done for our constituents. True, we
were nof retnrned in time of war. Peaceful
conditions prevailed when we were clected,
but when war broke out, the people did not
recall us, saying, “We would like you to
stand for eleetion beeause we think we have
somebody better.” They left everything
in our hands. They said, in effect,
that they could depend for protection,
if war occurred, on the men they had re-
turned to Parliament. They felt sure that

the security of the State would be safe in
our hands, just as they felt that the secur-
ity of the Commonwenlth would be safe in
the hands of the Federal Govornment. But
I do pot feel secure; not a hit. We have
nothing with which to defend ourselves if
we are invaded by the hordes of the North.
We cannot count on the British Fleet to be
here at the psyebological noment. Before
the vessels could arrive, serious damage
could he done to our c¢ities. I hope that
adequate profection will be demanded from
the Federal Government. I do not know
what measures the Premier intends to in-
troduce, but let us hope that he will, sug-
gest something vitally necessary for the de-
fenen of this State. Only the Federal Gov-
ernment has power to take military pre-
cantions, but let ns do something here in
the way of eivil defenee. Incressed popu-
lation is wigently nceded in this State, but
how this inereased population ean  he
secured is a difficult problem, especially
when onr numbers are being depleted by
the departure of so many people. I trust
that when we mect this time next year the
State will be alive with sccondary industries
and partienlarly munition works, that we
shall be manufacturing iron ove and steel
plates, and making aeroplanes and arm-
oured cars. We can do all that. We have
the opportunity and the men, and all we
need is the will. That is what we are wait-
ing for. I trust that something will be
done in the near future.

On motion by Mr. North, dchate ad-
journed.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.
Council’'s Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying the personnel of sessional
Commiltees appoitited by that House.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1), £2,5600,000.

Returned from the Conneil without

amendment.

Bouse adjourned at 8.20 p.m.
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